54          MEMOIRS   OF  WILLIAM  HICKEY

as to astonish his hearers, and drew from the great Mr.
Pitt a most elegant compliment. This eminent orator
rising after Mr. Burke, to speak to the same question,
amongst other flattering things said, " the young member
who had just sat down had given Mm more information
then he ever had received from any individual in that
house."

^ Mr. Burke, early in his Parliamentary .career, connected
himself with the Marquis of Buckingham and his party,
to which he continued unalterably attached through life/

I have stated the foregoing facts because many persons
have supposed and even asserted that it was Mr. Edmund
Burke who brought his friend William into public life.
Many have also thought that they were brothers.